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Bank Clearings for Individual Cities—May 1953 and 1952 
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May 1953 May 1952 Change Apr. 1953 
eee ee 2,405,351 2,309,690 + 4.1 2,588,853 
Philadeltphia....... 4,661,000 4,552,000 + 2646 4,769,000 
Buttalowsseecsesses 489,860 446,920 + 9.6 500,134 
Pittsburgh.....eee. 1,617,853 1,561,522 + 3.6 1,696,132 
Cleveland...+++++- . 1,964,951 1,779,446 + 10.4 2,040,133 
Cincinnati... ceeses 990,676 892,855 + 11.0 1,066,055 
Baltimore...sseeees 1,231,070 1,189,543 + BS 1,305,444 
Richmond...-... send 679,240 669,843 * He 716,059 
Atlantacesseeseees . 1,285,900 1,311,900 - 2.0 1,363,600 
New Orleans...ceess 656,232 650,792 + 0.8 677,266 
Memphis..-«-++++- + 444,917 434,670 + 2.4 480,969 
Chicagdsseeescecees 4,097,286 3,797,122 + ¥9 4,113,771 
Detroitecceescesecs 2,777,458 2,198,951 + 26.3 2,711,260 
St. Loviseccccccecs 1,315,820 1,249,217 * §.3 1,381,444 
Lovisville.....--+. 675,491 635,153 + 6.4 765,756 
Minneapolis....+++. |, 260,583 1,188,878 + 6.0 1,279,367 
Keasese Cl byecescece 1,446,826 1,440,797 + 0.4 1,534,422 
Ee : 596,735 620,730 et 637,696 
DORUET cowoscsveceée 578,927 547,105 + 5.8 606,923 
errr eet 1, 434,566 1,393,179 + 3.0 1,528,934 
Hous tonesseereccees 1,300,250 1,268,246 + 2.5 1,344,190 
San Franciscoe..eee 2,181,484 2,041,774 + 6.8 2,396,554 
Portland, Ore...... 667,983 686,178 - 2.7 732,969 
Beattie caceonvaves 650,187 680,282 - 4.4 709,73! 
Total 24 Cities.... 35,410,646 33,546,793 + 5§.6 36,946,662 
Mew Vork scscoce<cus 37,671,604 37,108,981 + 1.5 39,190,130 
Total 25 Cities.... 73,082,250 70,655,774 + 3.4 76,136,792 

Bank Clearings for Individual Cities— 5 Months 1953 and 1952 
(Thousands of Dollars) 
5 Months 5 Months 5 Months 
1953 1952 Change 195) 

BOS TOM- sss eeeeeenes 11,743,559 11,864,259 - 1.0 12,237,733 
Philadelphia....--- 23,151,000 23,240,000 - 0.4 23,652,000 
Buttalo.s.seueeee see 2,502,969 2,331,323 + 7.4 . 2,288,318 
PEttsburgh..-.seee- 8,336,776 8,130,493 > & 7,670,964 
Clevelandesseeseees 9,767,898 9,044,051 + §.0 8,985,130 
Cincinnati....- tees 5,127,720 4,615,273 + th.) 4,730,190 
Bal timore...seeeees 6,291,801 5,778,869 + 8.9 5,649,909 
Richmond..-.ccecees 3,586,328 3,340,840 + 7.3 3,158,664 
Atlanta..... se eeeee 6,745,100 6,601,500 + 22 6,260,900 
New Orleansssseeees 3,427,710 3,309,791 + 3.6 3,038,678 
Memphis...-eeeeeess 2,445,741 2,331,524 + 4.9 2,328,574 
Chicagoesseeeees +++ 20,012,938 18,422,947 + 8.6 19,155,416 
Detroitecssssecenes 13,557, 483 11,161,477 + 21.5 11,072,569 
Ste Lovissceeseeees 6,826,669 6,432,050 + 6.1 6,865,457 
Loulsvillesseeeeeee 3,589,435 3,244,001 + 10.6 3,130,193 
Minneapolis...+-++- 6,424,314 6,161,125 + 4.3 6,385,142 
Kansas City...«-- +e 7,617,768 7,457,230 + 2.2 7,738,897 
Omaha... scescces cece 3,182,525 3,235,102 - 14.6 3,236,484 
DENVEr ws eeeeeenees . 2,944,506 2,863,508 + 2.8 2,844,277 
DOE. ob xeeuceswes 7,631,463 7,241,554 + 5.4 6,778,725 
net Otis no cceasveses 6,781,972 6,420,444 + 5.6 5,609,551 
San Francisco..ees. 11,288,666 11,011,967 e+ Bes 11,258,326 
Portiand, Ore...... 3,533,387 3, 426,699 + 3.1 3,303,735 
ee ee 3,405,716 3,403,213 + 0.1 3,352,898 
Total 24 Citiese... 179,923,444 171,069,240 + §.2 170,732,730 
Pee Tork scccosnssae 191,531,548 189,679,263 + 1.0 182,785,546 
Total 25 Cities.... 371,454,992 360,748,503 + 3.0 353,518,276 


Summary of Bank Clearings—Monthly—1950 to Date 


(Millions of Dottars) 


Tote! 25 United States Cities 








Deilv Average, Bank Clearings 








Total 24 Cities Excluding N. Y. C. 




















1953 1952 1951 1950 1953 1952 1951 1950 1953 1952 1951 1950 
JSONUET Yo eee ees 76,079 75,546 77,220 59,964 2,926.1 2,905.6 2,970.0 2,398.5 36,998 36,386 37,297 27,932 
February---++- 66,007 66,971 61,086 52,676 3,000.3 2,911.8 2,776.6 2,394.4 32,108 32,287 30,126 24,425 
Marcheseeeeees 80,149 73,416 76,725 63,508 3,082.7 2,823.7 2,841.7 2,352.2 38,460 34,633 35,743 29,616 
Aprilescceeees 76,137 74,160 69,468 55,683 2,928.3 2,852.3 2,778.3 2,227.3 36,947 34,217 33,563 26,267 
* REESE 73,082 70,656 69,020 61,357 2,923.3 2,717.5 2,654.6 2,359.9 35,411 33,547 34,005 29,021 
JUREcccccsese « eh ag 75,856 69,835 64,094 eccrveccs 3,034.3 3,685.9 2,465.1 énsev~e 34,833 33,325 30,658 
Julycccccesess eveces 76,120 66,504 se 0 060té“‘(‘iét ORS 2,927.7 2,660.2 2,407.8 eecese 34,612 32,320 29 ,660 
ReeeGiccecessn 8 —«- we vane 64,812 66, 762 i ree 2,492 2,472.7 2,577.8 ineted 31,879 33,543 32,522 
September..... ececses 72,779 64,192 66,411 = eevscces 2,911.2 2,674.7 2,656.4 eovcce 35,747 31,837 31,987 
Oc tober....«- eeeses 80,325 74,340 69,999 Ccccces 3,089.4 2,859.2 2,800.0 coos 38,942 37,351 34,446 
November..«.-. escvecs 66, 862 69,108 66,678 j— = esess ee 3,039.2 3,004.7 2,778.2 ereccee 33,621 34,95) 33,078 
December....«. he nt 84,832 76,258 71,82) 8 FaGee B.000.8 3,050.3 2.870.8 § _sescss 39,908 34,683 3. ,063 
Teotaleccvcssee jjg- $seeees $82,335 840,518 761,985 + = cevsece 2,914.0 2,785.7 2,524.2 = § cevces 420,611 408 ,743 362,676 

Summary of Industrial and Commercial Failures—Monthly—1950 to Date 
Current Liabllities (O00 Omitted) Total Liabilities (000 Omitted) 

1953 1952 1951 1950 1953 1952 195} 1950 1453 1952 1951 1950 
JONUET Ys ceeeee 647 671 775 864 $23,309 $26, 208 $21,685 $26,436 $23,760 $26,300 $21,912 $26,556 
“Februarye.cees 69! 619 599 Bil 27,273 19,474 16,009 22,156 27,525 19,624 16,414 22,585 
Marcheccsecces 739 715 732 884 31,082 29,232 17,652 27,900 31,584 29,387 17,652 28,310 
April.ccccsecs 693 780 693 806 27,520 29,530 17,064 21,250 28,152 30,285 18,054 21,500 
Mayocccccccces 697 638 755 874 32,789 21,193 23,504 22,672 33,032 21,209 23,641 22,856 
JSUNEs se seevese eee 671 699 725 eaeses 21,222 22,773 ‘o.0's 8=— .eaweee 21,537 23,143 23,085 
dulyecsccccecs eee 580 665 G4 8 =—_——i—s tw OS 22,789 21,088 19,538 ceases 22,973 21,532 19,538 
Augus tececsese Sas 594 678 787 vaiked 16,322 26,417 oo “See ees 16,672 26,528 18,717 
Septembe:....-- ion 539 620 bt aerate 20,138 26,643 15,254 teeaee 20,178 26,828 15,254 
Oc tober...+++- eee 631 643 a. ae 35,049 29,742 16,609 + — — eereces 35,299 30,122 16, 708 
Nowember.....- se $90 587 ) aa ere 18,757 17,567 i. ree 18,859 17,592 18,904 
December.....- ose 583 612 ) ae ee 23, 400 19,403 ee Orr 23,775 19,403 21,044 
Total.ccesevcs eee 7,611 8,058 "eae > @e@emee $283,314 §259,547 $248,243 esesee $286,098 $262,821 §255,057 





DUN’S STATISTICAL REVIEW—JULY 1953 
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United States and Foreign Wholesale Price Index Numbers 


~ON- 


156.0 
139.0 
198.0 
122.0 
169.0 


» ad 
© 


> 
aAaWooooWwWOO 


ODmDOnN  -—- ON — & 


2N— oO 
~ Ow? 
> AO2XO2O 
. . . . 


| 3 *-. 


>a ae oe Le A 
a ws Oe 

. . 

* @ 
~ © 


r 


oO On 


. . 
. 

uw 

. 


. 

oO AA aA oO 
°* « 

w 


ir @—e 
oO 
~ ©O WwW 


Wwe & & UW" 
co oO wWw—wa wa OD a a 


o o 


. 
. 
. 
Se 


~ oO 
—— WAD AD —& OG PO N 


—O—N—— &N 


ROK 

On wre 
» oO 

e W 
a ~ 


> "5 
* — O 
—i Orw « 
. 
a> me & 
—_m in u ra 
-——imOnRD Us 
. . 
. 


O OA 


© 


- Uo 
. 


Un aa WW) & & 
—_ « i) AD 
~~? C) 

. 


_—_- 3 


< 
c 


»~ oO wo 
in vw 

Cc 

— & 


. 
» 
» 
- 


\ 
. 


Ono Oo 

»} w Ww O 
© 

* >. 

— . . 


=—<=- & € 


WMOOoOdoOc 


. 
“wa & me 
Oo & & 
~— © A 


> \& 
- 


. 
* 


—~O- 
. 
o 


» 


+ 


a —- @O Ww 


c&® Pf 
Re A 


ws 


+> &P 
OD < : O& « 


/ 


. . . 
OF @2 OR SE OR: 
ik <4 POA 
' AD PD AD 
@m@a@@®@®@e 
oO — — — «© 


, 


Oc 


Cc 
OAD AD ND BH ND 


La a a & 


nx 


AD AO AD AD —@ BAD A AO AO A 
J . ~ 

nN 

a | 


~~ eK 
a 2 x» . 


oooooooo°o°o°o°o°ond 


+ 


oOO¢ 


~ 


. 
© 


Dun & Bradstreet Wholesale Food Price Index—195!1 to Date 
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BUILDING PERMIT VALUES FOR 215 CITIES 
May 1953 and 1952 : 


The tollowing table gives monthly building permit values by cities and by geographical! regions. The figures represent estimated 
buliding costs under permits issued to prospective bullders within the corporate limits of the cities enumerated. They include new 
residential and new non-residential buildings, as well as additions, elterations, and repeirs. Land costs are not Included. The 


dete ere compiled trom reports furnished monthly to Dun & Bradstreet, Inc., by the building departments of the various cities. 





May May April Mey May April 
1953 1952 1953 1953 1952 1953 
New England: South Atlantics 
Boston, Mass..esee- ; $2,636,415 $1,811,613 $2,345,568 Asheville, N. C....- $227,086 $257,317 $478,369 
Bridgeport, Conn.... 3,080,255 609, 730 782,895 Atlanta, Ga..e--- eee 5,269, 106 2,917,139 6,838,039 
Bristol, Conn.....-. 317,380 248,497 285,538 Augusta, Ga@eweeeeeee 409,113 312,24 11,230,395 
Brockton, Mass..... > 281,679 203,515 417,180 Baltimore, Md.....-. ° 5,109,120 8,912,826 10,485,042 
Cambridge, Mass....- 1,556,833 344,590 234,705 Cherleston, S. Cues 1,392,825 162,602 1,013,867 
Chelsea, Mass...-.. . 93,260 35,310 63,900 Cherlotte, Ne C..e-« 2,106,470 1,657,384 2,912,957 
Everett, Mass..«se-- 237,655 256,840 95,785 Core! Gables, File... 1,004,138 727,207 1,027,626 
Fall River, Mass.... 254,670 401,708 90,900 Greensboro, N. C.--- 1,128,655 504,035 1,085,653 
Fitchburg, Mass..... 497,625 144,865 135,471 Greenville, S. Cesc 00,117 339,645 777,250 
Greenwich, Conn..... 932,650 2,149,097 595,325 Jacksonville, Fle... 1,782,276 1,434,593 1,934,566 
Herttord, Conn....- . 2,511,730 1,472,654 1,674,792 Lynchburg, Va.-e+--- 1,169,914 318,328 327,015 
Haverhill, Mass..... 71,065 92,275 168,925 Macon, G@eweesecees ° 233,713 183,734 446,352 
Holyoke, Mass.....-- 146,325 355,900 294,150 Miami, Fla.....-. eoee 3,787,185 3,255,565 3,984,602 
Lawrence, MassS.eeees 133,890 43,740 117,003 Miemi Beach, Fle.... 3,135,600 922,719 1,986,723 
Lowell, Maess....--4. 271,500 96,585 260,095 Norfolk, Ve....-- eee 1,057,395 4,787,031 1,311,300 
LYMAN, MASS ecrvcevveses 660,462 165,945 174,700 Richmond, V@eecececs 1,128,065 1,377,969 1,176,795 
Manchester, N. H...- 676,575 512,995 794,176 Roanoke, Vaesneeeees 2,159,337 793,468 1,159,256 
Medtord, Mass...e«-- 93,800 176,215 121,100 Savannah, Ge@eweeeees 438,405 282,195 662, 490 
New Bedtord, Mass... 2,107,968 205,465 201,530 Tampa, Fla....seeee 2,856,910 910,133 1,349,196 
New Britain, Conn... 450,150 413,225 393,775 Washington, D. Co. 9,183,028 3,514,375 4,862,967: 
New Heaven, Conn...-- 1,474,198 573,966 975,109 Winston Salem, N. C. 569,344 516,674 1,013,160 
Newton, Mass.eeeeees 1,178,315 681,810 707,430 
Norwalk, Conn...ese- 1,739,290 738,807 1,342,305 Tote! So.Atlantic... $44,647,802 $34,087,156 $56,063 ,620 
Portland, Me..seeeees 272,410 156,521 483,777 
Providence, Rs. ie... 863,550 511,800 485,650 East Central: 
Quincy, Mass...eeeee 194,425 263,557 323,187 Akron, Ohio.-seeeees $2,550,619 $4,994,214 $5,504,766 
Salem, Mass..esceeee 93,688 60,245 249,480 Bay City, Mich...... 411,450 554,340 1,677,047 
Somerville, Mass.... 33,695 41,720 33,885 Berwyn, Ltls...eeeee 290 , 686 377,842 455,367 
Springtield, Mass... 1,586,354 972,432 694,192 Bluetield, W. Va.... 61,740 173,694 235,725 
Stamtord, Conn....-. 936,124 535,145 3,943,726 Canton, Ohio....see- 403 , 466 702,408 522,221 
Waterbury, Conn..... 712,575 726,500 884,550 Chicago, Ilis....... 19, 206,300 16,518,800 24,074,700 
West Herttord, Conn.. 1,040,457 1,880,150 1,197,594 Cincinnati, Ohlo.... 3,718,715 4,516,195 5,241,795 
Worcester, Mass..... 502,934 1,158,587 $43,495 Clarksburg, W. Va... 102, 122 42,492 133,307 
Cleveland, Ohio..... 4,572,000 4,311,900 14,226,300 
Total New England... $27,639,922 $18,042,004 $21,111,893 Columbus, Ohio...... 8,071,890 4,430,505 4,427,310 
Dayton, Ohio.......-- 3,707,848 1,788,710 2,779,530 
Middle Atlantic: Detroit, Mich....... 21,050, 591 10,027,871 25,581,425 
Meonbettenecccocveces 2 $9,376,000 $27,598,900 $15,554,800 East St. Lovis, itis... 243,960 229,135 535,925 
Manhattan...ceseeees t 3,220,904 2,164,023 3,244,850 Evanston, Ills..ceee 1,659,350 1,289,950 1,026,640 
ReREGe ste s+nesesened e 3,286,850 16,756,850 4,972,150 Evansville, Ind..... 353,986 199,979 362,099 
OOORRe ce ccecesensss t 469 ,642 347,870 1,369,085 FEGet, Michecocccece 1,518,860 2,989,200 2,511,290 
Brooklynececcece eet 8,346,500 2,231,550 8,896,100 Fort Wayne, Iind..... 1,014,808 733,581 1,373,109 
Brooklyn.wcecccccces t 2,616,440 1,747,675 1,654,530 Gary, Inde-ccceceeese 6,050,977 972,511 1,308,603 
ite in sini tivaitatite Me 22,174,505 8,106,874 12, 401,560 Grand Rapids, Mich.. 614,240 1,113,430 1,027,535 
BueeRFcccccccescees t 1,661,405 2,093,598 1,625,290 Green Bay, Wisc....- 869,975 734,645 521,125 
Richmond...-ceeces * 905 ,000 815,145 737,308 Hammond, Ind....-+.+- 1,468, 402 1,671,665 1,464,942 
RichMoNnd...ceseeeee t 138,880 283,837 222,423 Huntington, W. Va... 375,414 404,210 72,500 
indianapolis, Ind... 3,826,657 2,927, 282 2,257,913 
Total N. Y. Citye.. $52,196,126 $62,146,322 $50,678,096 Lansing, Mich....ee- 1, 160,645 597,525 5,616, 583 
(@) New Work. (f) Alterations. Lima, Ohio........- ° 2,838,260 145,193 194,850 
Lovisville, Ky....e- 1,180,199 1,328,513 2,183,937 
Albony, Me Veooccess $403,512 $3,895,573 $640,213 Madison, Wisc..se.e0- 970,790 945,475 00, 790 
Ailentown, Pa....... 379,545 887,150 1,483,640 Milwevkee, Wisc...-. 6,429,578 6,690,581 10,453,064 
Aitoona, Paw.ceeceees 245,310 351,973 169,333 Newark, Ohio......-. 203,622 256,560 145,525 
Atlantic City, N. J. 279,577 150,832 o1l,t75 Oak Park, Iils...... 658,970 2,262,155 1,099,855 
Auburn, Ne Yeeosesee 252,250 196,235 201,800 Peorta, Ilis...eseee 15, 343,014 1,118,699 
Bayonne, Ne J.ceeees 158,195 119,407 82,664 Pontiac, Mich...e.e.-. 1,224,899 559,175 1,362,596 
Binghamton, N. Y..-- 371,132 172,894 1,509,810 Quincy, Ills... ceeee 274,999 215,825 1,036,852 
Butfealo, Ne Yereeees 1,516,060 5,946,014 1,305,858 Racine, Wisc..sseeee 940,528 1,254,333 775,782 
Comd@en, Ne deccccece 413,330 238,594 652,463 Rocktord, Ills...... 2,183,950 1,126,850 1,071,050 
East Orange, N. J--- 70,392 300,553 110,077 Saginaw, Mich....+-- 702,091 420,175 887,705 
Elizabeth, N. J..... 171,070 130,239 103,750 South Bend, Ind..... 2,325,672 1,933,144 1,312,263 
Elmira, Ne Yeosseces 114,650 63,995 154,953 Springtield, Ilis... 514,715 475,410 558,189 
Eriee P@ccccceccccese 860,700 2,697,455 966,810 Springfield, Ohio... 118,000 370,150 140,650 
Herrisburg, Pa....-. 281,424 157,960 410,320 Superior, Wisc...... 80,105 162,760 142,035 
Jamestown, N. Y..--- 141,899 234,750 409,020 Terre Haute, ind...- 213,508 141,892 154,669 
Jersey City, N. J... 2,862,650 402,800 125,350 Toledo, Ohio..... eee 3,166,250 1,650,430 2,668,750 
Lancaster, Pawweeses 314,894 213,282 307,267 Waukegan, Ilis...... 88, 753,014 524,195 
Mount Vernon, N. Y.. 1,016,173 509,011 3,078,529 Wheeling, W. Va..--. 370,100 182,200 246,600 
Newark, Ne J.c-ceces 422,805 395,560 492,165 Youngstown, Ohio.... 1,203,152 863,103 1,784,268 
New Brunswick, N. J. 297,850 897,550 82,730 Zanesville, Ohlo.... 28 ,550 53,300 53,152 
New Rochelle, Ne. Y-. 1,619,336 695,968 1,'!75,860 
Niegere Fells, N. Y. 1,295,159 874,287 861,190 Total East Central... $109,836,545 $84,435,336 $131,953,233 
Philedetphie, Pa.... 6,927,180 9,716,280 11,892,070 
Pittsburgh, Pa....-- 3,380,771 1,723,043 2,476,951 South Centrals 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y.. 423,400 93,683 564,761 Abilene, Texas....-- $612,904 $!, 707,660 $304,007 
Reading, Paw..s.see- 281,174 335,850 519,222 Amarillo, Texas..-.- 1,433,287 1,830,261 2,677, 589 
Rochester, N. Y....- 693,975 1,365,732 3,286,881 Austin, Texas....e0- 3,451,046 1,684,015 2,677,016 
Schenectady, Ne Y..--. 268,106 386,262 1,260,314 Beaumont, Texas... 300,937 377,327 683,64! 
[eeeeeee. Cieiorness 3,738,807 1,242,130 3,064,950 Birmingham, Ala..... 2,107,391 1,636,320 2,596,957 
Syracuse, Ne Yeeeeee 1,266,740 1,004,090 1,663,644 Chettenoogs, Tenn... 347,331 364,263 470,805 
Fee@ue Me Veococscvecce 117,505 158,000 138,025 Dallas, Texas..eees-s 8,695, 589 11,188,097 9,810,617 
Utica, Ne Vecocveses 167,150 159,625 288 ,O06! El Paso, Texas..s-.- 2,396,502 865,703 1,348,149 
Wetertown, Ne Yaoos- 186,149 189, 208 1,247,778 Fort Smith, Ark..... 298,194 260,840 46,667 
White Plains, N. Y.. 377,130 1,029,509 3,255,162 Fort Worth, Texas... 2,987,652 5,628 ,597 4,043,590 
Wilkes Barre, Pa.... 151,389 190, 769 84,512 Gelveston, Texaes.... 211,806 1,029,745 775,710 
Williemsport, Pe.... 163,854 168,656 226,939 Houston, Texaseseee- 11,149,325 9,030,288 11,893,364 
Wilmington, Dela.... 659,064 1,388,742 428,346 Jackson, MIiss..seees 1,157,758 719,428 1,033,206 
Yonkers, Ne Yeuseces 4,770,293 4,980,375 1,045,150 Knoxville, Tenn..... 743,460 1,325,708 876,334 
York, POceccccccscere 142,619 130,400 213,212 Little Rock, Ark.... 671,302 642,080 961,143 
Memphis, Tenn..-e+s. 3,381,310 7,340,465 4,801,740 
Tote! Middle Atl. $89,399,345 $105,940,758 $96,869,051 Mobile, AlB@eccvceces 484,994 355,517 1,060,939 
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Montgomery, Ala.... 


Oklahoma City, Okla.. 





May 1953 and 1952 





Duluth, Minneswccsecs 

















May April 

1952 1953 
$578,200 $1,026,085 
66,170 37,450 
452,697 402,332 
9,130,053 16,327,074 
2,881,682 13,463,833 
310,720 244,700 
350,719 384,328 
4,345,859 4,631,661 
1,242,133 1, 423,905 
2,634,950 1,585,250 
958,250 1,274,397 
1,827,731 548,885 
570,765,478 $87,811,374 
$512,899 $1,964,940 
816,108 997,258 
2,955,045 1,215,403 
332,713 390, 497 
536,886 460,497 
712,950 934,050 
1,532,576 564,211 
2,554,000 4,015,000 
940,295 741,575 
2,584,215 3,798,123 
1,816,929 1,596,302 
209,150 205,575 
4,783,264 14,029,720 
3,480,853 4,122,487 
489,006 592,420 
440,978 533,137 
957,170 535,780 
3,279, 89C 3,914,757 
$28,934,927 $40,631,73: 


Great 


Total 


Los 


Total 


Total 


Mounteins 
Boise, 


Pacitics 
Bakerstield, Cal.. 
Berkeley, 
Beverly Hills, Cal 
Fresno, Ca@leseses 
Glendale, Cal... 
Long Beach, Cal.... 
Angeles, Cal 
Oakland, 

Pasadena, 
Portland, Ore... 
Sacramento, 
San Diego, Cal. 
San Francisco, 

San Jose, 
Seattie, 

Spokane, 

Stockton, Cal... 
Tacoma, Wash.... 


Mountain..-«. 


Pacitic. 


215 


PdahOseseeees 
Butte, Mont..ssseees 
Colorado Springs, Col 
Denver, Colecesecees 
Falls, Mont.. 
Ogden, Utahe..eseeese 
Phoenix, Ariz...-. 
Pueblo, Cole. ceees 
Selt Lake City, Uteh. 
Tucson, AriZ2scceces 


BUILDING PERMIT VALUES FOR 215 CITIES—Continued 


May 
1953 


$363,967 
79,120 
846,111 
5,392,635 
534,875 
856,600 
1,134,475 
902,397 
1,053, 700 
688,583 





$11,852,463 


$1,673,401! 


561,280 
724,894 
1,165,871 
1,668,713 
5, 486,980 


40,007,681 


2,239,506 
840,969 
8,076,405 
1,488,990 
7,135,971 
3,116,009 
1,668,425 
4,746,730 
2,546,451 
433,960 
1,412,226 





$84,994,562 





May April 

1952 1953 
$368,693 $639,572 
22,600 35,650 
524,143 519,377 
7,041,673 10,717,873 
227,700 273,350 
447,200 878,000 
778,107 1,128,097 
532,928 1,071,252 
1,320,591 1,227,218 
420,559 493,265 





$11,681, +94 


$467,715 
428,529 
574,072 
$52,891 
1,036,955 
2,743,805 


25,396,830 


1,286,930 
1,537,799 
3, 490,890 

761,829 
6,021,387 
1,742,080 

398 , 669 
3,371,325 
2,822,614 

624,34! 
1,287,608 





$16,983,654 


$830,782 
665,998 
551,654 
899,06! 
1,599,511 
7,100,635 
32,590, 429 
2,783,668 
1,056,708 
4,940,080 
1,917,059 
6,851,542 
3,792,516 
1,909,275 
5,114,310 
3,558,368 
745,473 
|, 662, 788 





$78,549,857 





Building Permit Values for 215 Cities—Monthly— 1951 to Date 


_ities 


1951 1953 


$26,765,075 


| 
327,241,738 27,394,212 
+: 


431,¢630,560 42,546,378 
12,503,130 50,678,096 
436,074,181 2,196,126 
365,041,042 jj  eesecesece 
S72ee = =— ss seo abowns 





New York City 


1952 


$24,712,989 
33,765,418 
31,535,059 
53,123,323 
62,146,322 
36,406,878 
44,945,049 
69,916,114 


49,584,940 
27,351,774 
62,762,259 
51,458,270 
57,765 
76,505,151 





$464,085, 606 


$408 ,633,113 


$529,974,414 


Outside New York City = 214 Cities 


1953 


$277,803 ,233 
308,996, 790 


425,586,650 


7C 


9,296,318 


$234,580,076 
281,555,485 


318,735,532 


~~ 


362,343,136 


y ' 


$395,848,516 
302,893,167 





, 834,648 ecccccens ; 34,304,009 25,034,632 
367,445,821 «= = seeccvece . 38,559,731 53,886, 760 
$2,365,014 = —=§«_ an vcvcceces 39,097, 490 50,219,456 
»210,510 _seesess ° 32,467,886 38,829,573 
$4,584,466,337 eccccececes $500,980,268 $556,572,036 


Building Permit Values and Index for 120 Cities—1940 to Date 


moving average, based on average of 


(Value tigures 
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1952 19S! 
Valve index Value Index 
133.4 366,023 201. 
132.4 261,150 183 
oy ie, 350,142 140 
123-¥ 269,807 134 
9 129.2 349,188 127 
7 142.7 299,21 141.6 
8 146... 333,019 147.6 
Y 5 354,223 16¢ 
1c 7 317,470 is 
4 160.1 295,720 146.0 
} 160. | 237,169 132 
4 154. 201,230 127 
P sceocses 3,654,367 ceecec 
1945 1944 
Value |ndex Value index 
37,080 28.3 27,611 20 
258 29.6 34,602 22 
55,876 26.| 67,046 2! 
50,890 22.9 36,371 19 
61,624 24./ 38,833 16 
68,089 2922 47,947 | 
11,846 34.5 63, FOC 33 
90,156 42.0 111,641 37 
190,080 52.0 63,074 43.5 
126,912 63.4 96,185 43. 
134,099 78.3 87,562 39. 
165,318 93.5 33,673 34.2 
s eoece 708,505 cove 


1920-1930 
thousands 


1950 


Value 


269,459 
282,20! 
356,918 
355,064 
464,053 
461,954 
418,324 
433,953 
322,471 
420,917 
338,273 
342,244 





4,465,831) 


1943 


Value 


24,252 


20,908 
26,854 
39,017 
41,256 
31,494 
37,738 
41,221 
37,318 
41,658 
40,852 
36,393 


ot 








418,96) 





$11,889,480 346,486,791 373,311,922 
ceoccecccece 349,861,564 333,582,772 
secceoervece 396,215,872 370,014,127 
eeececcecece 324,708,568 361,161,249 
eoeccccoces 355,756,979 387,800,016 
eeeces . 378,674,671 313,559,061! 
ecccccesces 288,549,567 235,145,558 
“*e ee eeneeee 297,479,968! 227,380,937 
ee $3 ,934,948,22: $4,027,894,30! 


Adjusted tor seasonal 








1949 1948 
Value index index 
188,300 126.3 140.6 
194,905 117.5 127.7 
255,522 113.0 113.7 
83,047 107.7 112.2 
57,321 116.4 117.2 
17,107 1t17.2C 122.8 
240,714 124.1 129.5 
278,762 133.2 136.5 
211,411 147.3 284,218 134.9 
309,573 150.8 132.8 
45,112 145.9 229,859 128.5 
249,302 153.4 228,846 128.7 

3,131,076 coos - ° 

1942 194} 
Valve index Valve index 
$2,376 40.7 89,163 54.1 
69,697 37.7 78,800 52.8 
83,622 38.1 115,786 48.2 
91,747 32.1 115,076 48.2 
62,320 27.4 119,214 46.6 
49,397 22.5 108,65! 51.4 
45,22) 20.4 127,303 49.4 
42,528 21.9 95,166 50.8 
49,277 20.3 96,2!14 47.5 
35,472 19.7 99,169 47.3 
28,322 17.8 76,245 45.4 
33,64! 17.2 75,256 40.4 
643,620 «eccs 1,196,043 «ees 


1947 
Value index 


128,559 81.4 
139,718 84.7 
196,744 79.7 
178,146 73.1 
164,828 76.9 
222,034 68.3 
222,942 100.3 
226,908 I11.2 
245,263 119.9 
260,638 128.1 
227,903 135.7 
255,387 143.4 





469,870 se © 8 © 
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1951 


Januarye.es 
Februery.. 


Marcheseees 


April... 
Mayerccees 
JUNE ees ci'es 
Jutlycceces 


August..... 


September. 
October... 
November.. 
December.. 


Total Yeer 
1952 


January... 
February.. 
March.eeeee 
April..... 
Mayececccoce 
JUNEeccees 
SUlYocesece 
August..-. 
September. 
October... 
November,. 
December.. 


Total Year 


1953 


January... 
Februery.. 
March.-«ee- 
April.s.ses 
May.ceeees 
JuN@wceees 
detlgececes 
August.... 
September. 
October... 
November.. 
December.. 


Total Yeer 


1951 





January... 
Februery.. 
Marchesees 
April...-- 
Mayecccccs 
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dulvececec 
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September. 
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November... 
December... 
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Totel Year 
t 
1953 


Januarye.. 
February.. 
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September. 
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November... 
December.. 


Total Year 
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8,058 
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619 
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780 
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580 
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63 | 
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Total 
Number 


775 
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755 
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62 
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587 


612 


8,058 
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Failures by Industrial Groups—Monthly— 1951 to Date 
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Failures by Size of Liabilities—Monthly— 1951 to Date 
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0. 
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Totel 
97 12.5 
60 10.0 
53 11.4 
8] 1i.7 
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| 10.2 
}4 ii.l 
69 13.) 
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Failures by Divisions of Industry—May and 5 Months 1953 and 1952 United States Failures by States—May and 5 Months 1953 and 1952 






























































. Number of Feilures Current Liabilities Number of Failures Current Liabilities 
i fhousands of Dollars) { Thousands of Dollars) 
May S Months May S Months May 5 Months *May 5 Months 
Vining & Manufacturing: 1953 1953 1952 1953 1953 195¢ New England: 1953, 1953 1952 1953 1953 1952 
y-Coal, Oil, Misce.ees - 17 16 is 890 1,410 MAINE eccessdccsvecsess 3 16 14 227 1,705 337 
d & Kindred Products.... 16 65 90 4,011 }, 263 7,536 New Hampshire..seceees 8 8 8 209 250 
@ x e Mill Prods & App'!.. 37 164 172 2,941 9,793 1,275 VETMONTecccscecccccccses ** 2 ~ ee 56 210 
Lumber & Pre EE ein eaigt Ts 16 fol 97 1,062 5,614 5,574 MassachusettS.cccsseees 19 bit 173 1,354 4,438 6,383 
Paper, Printing & Pub...... 13 49 48 1,798 4,331 2,528 Conese tice tuscccccececs 17 78 89 485 3,165 3,334 
hemicals&Altlied Prod's... 6 28 22 56 4,07) 1,782 Paes Usteabsicscssccs 37 43 18 1,184 950 
Leether & Preducts ecccceses 8 42 4} 375 3,774 1,946 
Stone, Clav&Glass Prod'ts.. 3 17 19 1S] 787 1,20 Total New England..... 42 252 332 2,092 10,757 141,464 
lron, Steel & Products....- 3 24 20 177 3,891 1,876 
Mechineryecccecces a a ee 4 ti 61 58 993 7,314 10,133 Middie Atlantic: ; 
Transportation Equipment... 4 17 19 336 1,684 1,320 ie Deel .. sreeeeee oes 204 1,057 1,052 12,107 46,570 39,713 
Mites? teneeil<+es4a0caes as 26 _—siti4 104 1,576 4,926 7,284 Mew Jers@ycccccscccess 31 147 133 2,084 6,410 7,000 
Pennsylvanias.coresees 35 159 140 631 7,031 4,534 
tal Mining & Migqercececceses 143 699 106 13,981 54,338 49,875 
Total Middle Atlantic. 270 1,363 1,325 14,822 60,011 51,247 
4 le . Trade: 
East North Centrals 
® farm Preductececccs : iS Ot bit 2,047 5,234 6,182 + Tt PEYERESETEL TTL Te 27 91 92 954 3,234 . 2,583 
EES EN al A ES oie c 13 17 126 394 617 Pndi andecccccvccecsese 4 22 26 95 570 Bil 
Oe ee ee eee ea } 13 12 180 S72 675 PUR mets eccccoeoscccccsees 27 140 187 1,058 6,758 6,915 
Ps »Mtis idwe. _ 5 37 27 284 3,915 1,826 Michiga@Necececcveccens 7 38 66 239 1,42 2,333 
; ee rrr ys ! 13 11 16) 466 834 BiG SCORCINccccecscssvese 16 80 58 221 2,391 2,195 
tor Ve@ lies A to Ea ipe 3 14 oy 86 40? 207 : : 
ellene Phy EA the a a i174  _—*4 aC 2.968 > , 06 | 4,878 Total East No. Cent... 8 | 371 429 2,567 14,379 14,837 
tal Wholesale Trade.cccoe )4 367 333 5,853 20,044 15,219 West North Centrale: 
Mi aaetOleccccccecsncese ? 30 40 137 965 1,053 
Retail Trade: SOW Me ccvceccesoccececs 6 31 13 279 2,130 217 
Mi asOurleccccvesoeviase ee 22 29 ee 1,960 1,923 
Pe eee ' 359 415s 1, tts 5,74. 6,351 North Dakotascecccesces 2 4 103 126 60 
ene Merchandise. oink 14 ‘ 6C 5° 1, 60¢ 1,779 South Dakotacccccccces 3 3 7 25 32 
c are! A A V@ TCS eecveecs 4 y 279 774 6,824 5,099 NebDrask@cccccccccceses < 7 2 97 449 15S 
r ture Fur 194 1,537 9,959 4,34C Te Server rerererte se y 12 13 45 25 1,258 
er, Si! MT Gwe \7 19 8 317 29322 1,86 
onli tive RE HAE 5( 194 129 1,209 5, I 3, 129 Total West No. Cent... 19 107 104 672 5» YO 4,098 
-ati . Orintino r Pa 4 U< $5 YO 1,332 r 64 
POF Eheceovecevesecenes 4 47 165 1,330 651 south Atlantic: 
\ ella Ne Le ae A 161 147 637 2,759 3,028 Maryland....-. seerdeceee 12 0 25 222 1,699 2,075 
vz Sr ee. . EP Te ee _ 2 4 - 20 145 
| ket OOO <e0.203 ses 44 4,731 4,731 6,909 42,97 33,528 Dist. of Columbia..... 2 i! 13 bt 368 329 
Vi GIRL Esccdedeecoevses C Zi 26 98 554 563 
? ? Best Viraqtini@scccorvess 4 19 24 153 756 1,306 
North arolinagece ied 18 22 180 63 | 708 
’ beac? . oC 14 12 1,241 1,145 6,83 South Carolina neon ° 5 e- 530 784 
rac tar 4 } " 1,238 6,654 , 871 MOT Gtbcewocrsscewroes 9 61 28 391 2,008 1,476 
jther t OTB eecvvesess Oe ae 20 18 3 . ges Fler iG@ecasccvecescesive 22 16 56 637 3,308 2,209 
ta ns te t ee Se 40s 372 2.511 15,878 13,591 Total South Atlantic.. 61 255 203 1,792 9,874 0,195 
, er East South Central: 
Ken EVoccocosecveeees 2 15 12 26 406 229 
: R Fre t Tre pee ee 24 1, 06% » 709 8,749 FERRESERS ccc ctoevccoce - 38 35 1,286 2,135 880 
Publ Ervic€sseeeee . 10 19 1,614 |, 84 713 Albabema.cccccesccccscs 6 27 19 279 1,064 767 
1098 5 ace eebeneae 6s bbs & &E } | } 3O° 648 598 MESSI SttOSliectcvcccacs | 19 17 18 954 351 
- , yrkepaeirisr see 4 $4 $ ye | 9 
ee ae ee eee | . \¢ } 347 O84 feotet best Sow Centecs 18 99 83 1,609 4,559 2,227 
be PORGP 6 02 600.6060 6. 6680 C0 é } r( 186 
er Per ¢ r . : 14 : 09° 229 west South Centrals 
* KE e a : . ] ; 1,441 2, |0¢ ATK ANS ES cccccescccvecs 2 15 6 36 798 525 
eo ee oe Ok lahoma..e.ee. sécoecsese | 13 14 31 535 1,537 
é e _ 6¢ 26s Bra __ 3,536 __ 8,73 13,424 Loul FONGcccccvcessseses G. + 33 — 205 . 734 1,262 
FOUSE sccvcvcscese eeeee Z 67 39 2,463 6,379 3,05! 
)TAL UNITED STATES.....0-. 4 4 ,789 141,973 125,637 
Total West So. Cente... 22 130 92 2,735 8,446 6,375 
Mountains 
Meatetadiccecawwens avtwn -* | 2 : 8 21 
LSGRS hc cee % 6% Terre rs 5 +. 6 Ol 146 17) 
Wyoming... cpeeevoses 3 | 4| 93 25 
Failures in Large Cities—May and 5 Months 1953 and 1952 oe Sve palaiaiacaen Lee ere ~ : ; 2 tan 
At TRORG ces 0.00% oe eos 5 22 20 141 604 798 
) é t Fe ré r t Liabilit babs sds-awece se jageess 4 18 20 49 395 544 
3 ) ar Nevada@e.ceee oe eeeces | 4 8 8 74 325 
May Mon tt May Months Total Mountainsccesecs 16 69 10 340 2,217 2,485 
4 " 1954 ! | 19° ig 195% 
Paci? ‘ 
P TOR» Me Teossecesvewes oe C » 475 37,901 34,138 Washingt . coves tt 49 57 365 1,591 1,557 
BGS TUS ececcceeovecees Y 144 aris vi >,976 Ore ,eeeeee ceceenae ° 2 37 20% 755 1,76! 
. > FTeoeeuse eres ae . y 9” ar’ tte £0 See Cveeeueee 15) 749 69) 5, 99 23,478 18,791 
oeeeeeens d 3 ‘ 1,26 
peas epewes : io ' zie jeer 3,343 Ch! Peel tics. <é«e< sxx 168 82) 785 6,160 25,824 22,109 
eve DtiGss vendewenns , - ,O78 4 = 
eer ee oe , 4 1,4 1,275 1OT NITED STATES... 697 3,467 3,423 32,789 141,973 125,637 
» Bias os heh ee ebeees | e° vy i€ 1,098 
babes obies eae ean 44 ‘ 54 1,499 2: 126 
r TOoeeeeceevenseeves | 1] i4 QIK O34 ‘ , 
eite® wastage ME fee rn ee 7 T ad 53 Canadian Failures by Provinces—May and 5 Months 1953 and 1952 
at 4 4} 1,36 4,32¢ 
‘ » BESCeesveceevevseee 4 . 576 435 Number of failures Current Liabilities 
gp Ne Vane wewernccees ‘ e3 23 3 1,537 42. ( Thousands of Dollars) 
ew ¢a . Peeeseseesesed . ; j i4 en! 14 
< 9 MENNe ee eeccees 14 | 14 : 15° May 5S Months May S Months 
»p Dbleecece sevccs , 11 18 4\ 4i¢ anadas 1953 1953 195% 1953 1953 1953 
9arak.es,. tiNoe wsteswesesese ? AQ3 - 7c¢ 
.eneeas: Cite. Mbescdeceoseccd . / . 19é Newtoundland. e* oe oe 6 6 ee 15] 99 
» UNGeoeeececsecese ' 4 ¢ | A e Prince Edward Island... - os aie inks we . 
t ROS cvvescssscases 4 - Bw , Te Ul, eee ere oe —- 3 6 “ve 168 203 
. p WASNercerseresevece 4 C 54 | New runc@li¢ckecss cae 2 3 i} 2 2 213 
‘ é ls Wes nsdesnndes 4 - auebec.. peseeeseosees 3¢ 233 260 828 5,047 5,94! 
» RGcecceeentsues . 169 1} NTOTILOs coccveccscesses 17 5 83 313 1,866 1,963 
» Colesistadceasawesee te Se aaa — es. ae Mant tabesccocccsceceseas 3 18 24 74 288 489 
SEES TEOGWER coc es oe a os 3 3 * 6} 14 
Rano tees She 8, 16,709 1,.42¢ 62,398 lberta. SR RS 3 13 & 45 667 153 
ee eee eee . 4 2° ¥- _',/04 16, UBL 9 4 63,.23Y riti piel @s0 ese yi 31 23 292 1,188 320 
Pseecens »4 y4e3 »789 141,973 125,63 TOTAL ADA occ cccccvs 63 3g5 424 1,575 9,482 9,395 
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TRADE ACTIVITY IN TWENTY-NINE REGIONS 





SALES REMAIN HIGH 


Consumer spending in the early part 
of June and throughout the month of 
May continued at its very high rate and 
topped the year-ago figure by a consid- 
erable percentage. 

Total retail sales in May, seasonally 
adjusted, were estimated at $14.4 bil- 
lion. This was 4 per cent above May 
1952 and 1 per cent above April 1953. 

Purchases of durables again reflected 
greater increases than did purchases of 
nen-durables. New cars, air-condition- 
ing units and freezers reflected the most 
notable year-to-year increases. Among 
small appliances, clock-radios were the 
Used car stocks con- 
tinued to concern some dealers. 


volume selier. 


Apparel sales were well above both 
a year ago and a month ago. Particu- 
larly favored by purchasers were men’s 
Summer suits of synthetic fabrics. In 
women’s clothing, items of cotton and 
denim were the most in demand. 

Food purchases were above a year 
ago and a month ago. Beef prices rose 
slightly. However, housewives con- 
tinued to purchase considerably more 
food than at the same time a year ago. 

Retailers’ collections in May were 
more prompt than a year ago in 6 cities, 
unchanged in 41 cities, less prompt in 
63 cities. In comparison with a month 
ago, they were more prompt in 6 cities, 
unchanged in 79 cities and less prompt 
In 23 cities. 

According to the seasonally adjusted 
preliminary Dun’s Review Regional 
Trade Barometer, consumer spending 
in May rose g per cent above the year- 
The Barometer stood at 
136.0 (1947-1949—=100). This was 2 
per cent above the final Barometer for 
April which was 133.2. 

For the first four months of 1953, the 
Barometers for the Los Angeles Region 
(29) and Detroit Region (12) reflected 
the greatest increase over 1952 levels, 


ago level. 


with rises of 20 and 18 per cent respec- 
tively. The Pittsburgh Region (7) re- 
fected the Jeast increase, 3 per cent. 
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REGIONAL TRADE BAROMETER COMPARISONS 


(1947-1949 = 100) 


Change Compari- 

Index Change Change 4mos. 1953 — son Retail 

April from from from with Sales 

1953 April 1952 March 1953 4 mos.1952 U.S. 1952 

REGION %e A , ¥ y 4 

United States. ........... 133.2 + 8.2 — 2.1 + 8.2 100.0 

SS ja erere: 115.5 + 4.1 — 4.8 + 6.8 —13.3 5.7 
2. New York City.......... 125.7 + 8.1 + 3.5 + 5.2 — 5.6 7.4 
3. Albany, Utica and Syracuse 126.1 + 3.3 — 9.2 + 5.7 — 5.3 2.2 
4. Buffalo and Rochester. .... 136.8 +10.8 — 2.9 + 9.1 + 2.7 1.9 
5. Northern New Jersey...... 133.4 + 10.8 — 2.8 + 9.7 + ou1 2.6 
G. PRRGGIER . ww occ scan 123.7 +10.1 + 11 + 7 — 7.1 5.4 
SD, FO. 5 5 ove ea Pee 136.9 + 6.2 — 3.5 + 3.0 + 2.7 3-9 
hy NEE oo gb ecwaevceene 139.6 +10.4 — &.7 +10.6 + 4.8 2.4 
g. Cincinnati and Columbus. . 135.4 +12.7 — 5.4 +11.3 + 1.7 3.0 
10. Indianapolis and Louisville. 142.0 +16.3 + 1.9 +11.6 + 6.6 3.0 
PD econ lawn eh ek ees 130.4 +1 3.0 — 1.6 + 9.9 — 2.1 6.3 
12. Detroit chi deals 138.7 +17.4 — 3.5 +17.7 + 4.1 4.2 
13. Milwaukee Futuna 137.9 +13.5 — 1.4 +10.7 + 3.5 2.1 
14. Minneapolis and St. Paul... 111.8 + 2.5 —I11.5 + 3.9 —16.1 3.8 
15. Iowa and Nebraska. ...... 121.1 +10.9 — 2.3 + 5.3 — 9g. 2.8 
ee ee eee re Tere ee 126.0 + 9.5 — 4.3 + 8.7 — 5.4 2.5 
ae re ee 1 30.9 + 5.4 — 1,2 + §.2 — 1.7 3-4 
18. Maryland and Virginia.... 134.2 + 5.9 — 4.6 + 6.8 + 0.8 4.2 
19. North and South Carolina. . 136.7 + 8.8 — 1.5 + gil + 2.6 2.8 
20. Atlanta and Birmingham. . 141.0 + 7.6 — 0.4 + 8.0 + 5.9 4.2 
RED Sc 08 o anak dnc ee'en 145.0 + 9.9 + 0.8 +411.1 + &.9 2.0 
ee Pe errr 127.9 +10.8 — 1.8 + 7.2 — 4.0 1.7 
23. New Orleans.......... eT 130.8 + 5.0 — 4.3 + 8.0 — 1.8 1.5 
ois 5% a2 kh deen dR eee 148.6 + 8&9 — 1.4 + 9.6 +11.6 6.1 
RE nds cieenenewonses 131.8 + 7.1 — 2.7 + 6.5 — II 1.4 
eG. Bat: Ramee Gael... xc cccis 122.1 + 3.7 — 2.6 + 6.5 — 8.3 0.9 
27. Portland and Seattle....... 129.5 + 7.9 — 4.4 + 7.8 — 2.8 3.1 
28. San Francisco............ 125.5 + 6.5 — 7.0 + 5.6 — 5.8 4.0 
op. Tas Ges. . ons osc cece 145.2 +18.7 — 3.6 + 20.0 + 9.0 5.0 
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2.2 BPS ACCT 2 YE ee 


A REGIONAL SUMMARY 





Region 1 

Aprit—Barometer 4°, above a year ago 
and 5°, below a month ago. 

May—New England department store 
sales were 4°/, above a year ago. -Total 
retail sales were estimated at 5°%, above 
a year ago. Collections were less prompt 
than a year ago. Potato crop appeared 
to be ample; prices were somewhat low. 
Some farmers expected to take a severe 
loss on this year’s crop. Wet weather re- 
tarded planting of tobacco. 


Region 2 

Aprit—Barometer 8°/ above a year ago 
and 4°% above a month ago. 

May—Retail sales were estimated at 7°, 
above a year ago. Department store sales, 
weak for the last two years, showed signs 
of strengthening and were 1°, above a 
year ago. There was a noticeable pickup 
in appliance sales despite slightly stiffened 
credit. Air-conditioning volume was ex- 
ceptionally high. Collections remained 
slow. Wholesale sales high. 


Region 3 

Aprit—Barometer 3°, above a year ago 
and 9° below a month ago. 

May—G. E. strike, involving 7,500 
workers in Syracuse, was settled in begin- 
ning of June. Intensive promotional ef- 
forts throughout month resulted in 4° 
sales gain over the previous year. Rainy 
weather and short Memorial Day week- 
end cut into tourist receipts and some 
hotels were somewhat cautious about 1953 
volume. Summer clothing sold well. 


Region 4 

Aprit—Barometer 11° above a year 
ago and 3°, below a month ago. 

May—Retail sales in May estimated at 
5°4, above a year ago. Truckers’ strike 
in Rochester hampered both retail and 
wholesale operations. Collections con- 
tinued to be less prompt than a year ago 
and unchanged from month ago. Great 
Lakes fleet tonnage was running 29%, 
above the similar 1952 period. Rain de- 
layed planting considerably. 


Region 5 

Apric—Barometer 11°94 above a year 
ago, 3°%, below a month ago and un- 
changed from U.S. Cumulative barome- 
ter 10°4, above 1952. 

May—Newark retail sales were esti- 
mated at 5°, above year ago. This rate 
somewhat lower than previous months 
because of extraordinary Easter buying. 
Collections remained slow. Industrial ac- 
tivity remained unchanged from both a 
year ago and a month ago. 
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The Dun’s Review Regional Trade Ba- 
rometers are designed to reflect changes 
in consumer purchases of commodities in 
the United States and 29 regions. A de- 
scription of the barometer and back fig- 
ures are Qvattabte without charge. 

The regional trade summaries are based 
upon data collected and weighed by the 
local Dun & Brapstreet offices. Depart- 
ment store sales, reported by the Federal 
Reserve District Banks, are for the four 
weeks ended May 30, 1953. 

















Region 6 

Aprit—Barometer 10°, above a year 
ago and 1°, above a month ago. 

May—Retail sales were estimated at 
6°, above a year ago. Volume in new 
automobiles, apparel, and garden supplies 
was well above both May 1952 and April 
1953. Consumers appeared to be spend- 
ing more freely than in previous months. 
Collections were less prompt than a year 
ago and a month ago. Minor labor trouble 
in building. 


Region 7 

Aprit—Barometer 6°% above a year ago 
and 4°%,-below a month ago. 

May—Retail sales were estimated at 
12°/, above a year ago. Summer clothing 
sales were exceptionally high with the 
great preference expressed for apparel of 
synthetic fabrics. Appliance volume re- 
mained sluggish. New car volume con- 
tinued to be at a peak. Collections were 
unchanged to less prompt than a year ago. 
Steel output high. 


Region 8 

Aprit—Barometer 10°/ above a year 
ago and g°% below a month ago. 

May—Retail sales were estimated at 
8°, above a year ago. New auto volume 
continued to sustain the level of all sales. 
Used cars lots remained filled, however. 
Bus strike in Akron did not cut into vol- 
ume deeply. Auto parts workers’ strike 
in Canton cut sharply into output and 
affected approximately 70,000 workers 
throughout the country. 


Region 9 

Aprit—Barometer 14°/, above a year 
ago and 5°% below a month ago. 

May—Retail sales were estimated as 
being 7°% above a year ago for entire re- 
gion. Collections were less prompt than a 
year ago. Industrial output hampered in 
many localities by strikes. Activity in 
Portsmouth-Chillicothe area continued at 
peak levels in anticipation of new AEC 
plant. Wholesale trade was well above a 
year ago. 


Region 10 

Aprit—Barometer 16° above a year 
ago and 2°, above a month ago. 

May—Retail sales in May were esti- 
mated at 8°, above a year ago. Summer 
items and new cars were among the vol- 
ume sellers. Rain in early part of month 
retarded retail activity somewhat. Several 
strikes cut into industrial output. Col- 
lections in all lines slowed somewhat. 
Wholesale volume was approximately 
10°”, above a year ago. 


Region 11 

Aprit—Barometer 13° above a year 
ago and 2° below a month ago. 

May—Total retail trade was estimated 
at 7°, above a year ago. Sales volume 
appeared to be just maintaining its rise 
over previous year and momentum slowed 
down somewhat. Demand for new auto- 
mobiles was not as great as in previous 
months. Collections were unchanged to 
less prompt than a year ago. Livestock 
receipts continued heavy. 


Region 12 

Aprit—Barometer 17°, above a year 
ago and 4° below a month ago. 

May—Total retail sales were estimated 
at 20°%, above the previous year and 5°/ 
above previous month. New car sales 
continued to pace rise in retail volume. 
Collections were more prompt than a year 
ago. A price war in Detroit on small ap- 
pliances lasted throughout month and cuts 
ranged from 25°% to 33°%. Auto produc- 
tion continued to be well above 1952. 


Region 13 

Aprit—Barometer 14° above a year 
ago and 1° below a month ago. 

May—Total retail sales were estimated 
at 5°/, above a year ago. Hard goods vol- 
ume reflected a greater increase than did 
soft goods volume with the exception of 
apparel. Collections were unchanged to 
less prompt than a year ago. Most plant- 
ing was completed. Concern over low 
dairy prices continued to be expressed by 
farmers. 


Region 14 

Aprit—Barometer 3°, above a year ago 
and 12°%, below a month ago. 

May—Total retail sales were estimated 
at 6°4, above a year ago. Collections were 
less prompt than a year ago and un- 
changed to less prompt than a month ago. 
Corn planting was 80°, completed and 
small grain planting was practically com- 
plete as far North as southern North 
Dakota. Rain and low temperatures 
hampered activity somewhat. 








TRADE ALT EV TX 


A REGIONAL SUMMARY 





Region 15 
Aprit—Barometer 11° above a year 
ago and 2°% below a month ago. 


May—Total retail sales were estimated 


at 2°”, above a year ago. Collections were 
less prompt than a year ago. Corn crop 
expected to be larger than a year ago and 
decline in prices was anticipated. A work 
stoppage in Waterloo and Des Moines 
brought all commercial construction to a 
standstill. Wholesale trade was 2°. above 
a year ago. New car sales rose. 


Region 16 

Aprit—Barometer 10°, above a year 
ago and 4°. below a month ago. 

May—Retail sales estimated at 10° 
above a year ago. Warm weather stimu- 
lated sale of Summer clothing and out- 
door items. Air-conditioning unit pur- 
chases were well above a year ago. 
Collections were unchanged from a year 
ago and month ago. Strike in building 
trade delayed work on projects totalling 
75 million. Steel output high. 


Region 17 

Aprit—Barometer 5°”, above a year ago 
and 1° below a month ago. 

May—Total retail sales were estimated 
at 4°. above a year ago. Warmer weather 
in the latter part of May boosted sales 
levels above a year ago as more interest 
in Summer apparel, outdoor furniture and 
air-conditioning units was evoked. Col- 
lections were unchanged to less prompt 
than a year ago. Commercial construc- 
tion held down by strike. 


Region 18 

Aprit—Barometer 6°, above a year ago 
and 5°, below a month ago. 

May—Total retail sales were estimated 
at 5°, above a year ago. Most merchants 
promoted their goods rather strenuously 
and results appeared to be successful. 
Baltimore sales reflected a large increase 
as consumers on the Eastern shore con- 
tinued to shift their trade to Baltimore 
from Philadelphia and Wilmington. Col- 
lections were less prompt than a year ago. 


Region 19 

Aprit—Barometer 9°%, above a year ago 
and 1°. below a month ago. 

May—Retail sales in May were esti- 
mated at 6°, above a year ago. Collections 
were unchanged from a year ago. Strike 
at Charleston Port was settled on May 12, 
and activities returned to normal almost 
at once. Prolonged drought appeared to 
be over and rains aided the soil prepara- 
tion and planting of tobacco and cotton. 
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Region 20 

Aprit—Barometer 8°, above a year ago 
and slightly below a month ago. 

May—Total retail sales were estimated 
at 9°, above a year ago and 4°, above a 
month ago. High temperatures spurred 
the sale of lightweight clothing. Increased 
interest was shown in men’s suits of 
synthetic fabrics. Collections were un- 
changed to less prompt than a year ago. 
Cotton crop approached maturity and 
quotations was approximately 33¢. 


Region 21 

Aprit—Barometer 10°, above a year 
ago and 1° above a month ago. 

May—Retail sales were estimated at 
6°. above a year ago and 1°% below a 
month ago. Wholesale trade unchanged 
from a year ago. Collections were un- 
changed in Miami and less prompt in 
Tampa in comparison with a year ago. 
Citrus crop was almost completely har- 
vested. Larger share went to frozen con- 
centrate industry than ever before. 


Region 22 

Aprit—Barometer 11°/, above a year 
ago and 2°, below a month ago. 

May—Retail sales were estimated at 
5°, above a year ago. Wholesale trade 
continued to be well over a year ago. Col- 
lections were unchanged to less prompt 
than a year ago. Cotton and rice plant- 
ing was delayed because of exceptionally 
heavy rains. Crop outlook was more fav- 
orable than a month ago. Industrial labor 
market remained tight in Little Rock. 


Region 23 
Aprit—Barometer 5°% above a year ago 
and 4°, below a month ago. 
May—Retail sales were estimated as be- 
ing 5°4 above a year ago and 10°, above 
a month ago. Several promotional sales 
were held in an effort to reduce inven- 


tories. Industrial output remained at a 
high steady rate and expansions gave in- 
dications of levelling off. A bumper rice 
crop was anticipated in many quarters. 


Region 24 

Aprit—Barometer 9°, above a year ago 
and 1°, below a month ago. 

May—Total retail sales were estimated 
at 10°%, above a year ago. Department 
store sales were 3°, above a year ago. 
Waco registered sharp decrease in all lines 
of activity as a result of tornado in early 
part of May. Damage was estimated at 
well over $10, million. Collections were 
less prompt than a year ago. Wheat yield 
was lower because of drought. 


Region 25 

Aprit—Barometer 7°, above a year ago 
and 3°, below a month ago. 

May—Retail sales were estimated at 
8°, above a year ago. There was a notice- 
able levelling off in television volume 
compared with the boom months of the 
previous year. Soft goods sales began to 
reflect greater increases over the 1952 
period than previously. Collections were 
less prompt than a year ago and un- 
changed from a month ago. 


Region 26 

Aprit—Barometer 4°% above a year 
ago, 3°, below a month ago, and 8° be- 
low U. S. Cumulative barometer 7°/, 
above 1952. 

May—Total retail sales were estimated 
at 4°, above a year ago and a month ago. 
Television volume in Idaho reflected a 
marked increase as a result of new station 
in Boise. There were some signs of a 
slackening in the rate of new car sales. 
Used car sales remained slow. 


Region 27 

Aprit—Barometer 8°% above a year ago 
and 4°, below a month ago. 

May—Total retail sales were estimated 
at 4°, above a year ago. Some slackening 
was noted in the volume of new cars. 
Many department stores and chains ad- 
vertised heavily and resuflts were generally 
favorable. Poor weather held sales vol- 
ume down somewhat. Collections were 
less prompt than a year ago. 


Region 28 

Aprit—Barometer 7°, above a year ago 
and 7°, below a month ago. 

May—Total retail sales were estimated 
at 2°, below a year ago. Automobile sales 
were reported unchanged from a year ago. 
Collections were less prompt than a year 
ago. Downtown stores were trying to 
combat the loss of trade to shopping cen- 
ters by the construction of garages in cen- 
tral locations. Over 95 shopping centers 
are operating or have been planned. 


Region 29 
Aprit—Barometer 1°/, above a year ago 
and 4° below a month ago. 
‘Mayv—Total retails sales estimated as 
being 15°4 above a year ago. Television 
sales continued to be slow while a slight 
decline in new auto sales was apparent. 
Collections were unchanged from a year 
ago and a month ago. Industrial produc- 
tion remained much higher than a year 
ago and some expansion of manufac- 
turers’ inventories was noted. 
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